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Who we are

WCLAC was established in Jerusalem in 1991 as an independent Palestinian, non-profit,
non-governmental organization seeking to contribute to developing a democratic Palestinian
society based on principles of equality and social justice between men and women. By
forging a feminist vision based on equality and social justice, WCLAC has played a
prominent role in addressing gender-based violence in Palestinian society in both private
and public spheres.

For two decades, the Centre’s work has bridged the need to address discrimination and
violence against women within Palestinian society, and the need to support the national
struggle for freedom and independence from Israeli occupation. For WCLAC, both these
issues are crucially important, and indeed, related. The protracted military occupation
of Palestinian lands limits women’s safety, independence, self-determination and blocks
women’s citizenship in a Palestinian nation-state. In addition, national resistance against
the occupation can be a factor limiting women’s development as it treats women’s needs as
being of secondary importance.

Our Vision

WCLAC’s vision is for Palestinian women to live in a safe political, social, legal and
institutional environment within a sovereign Palestinian state that does not discriminate
against them or hinder their social, economic and political progress.

Our Mission

WCLAC seeks to promote the social and legal rights of Palestinian women in line with
international human rights standards and to reverse the negative legacies of discrimination
against them.

Our Strategic Goals

Strategic goal 1: To contribute to the development of both a legislative environment and
specific institutional policies that support, protect and empower women.

Strategic goal 2: To contribute to raising awareness within Palestinian society regarding
gender issues and women’s rights, and to combat negative practices against women.
Strategic goal 3: To extend, improve and provide services to women suffering discrimination
or violence.

Strategic goal 4: To document violations of women’s human rights and to disseminate this
information through reports and position papers locally, regionally and internationally.
Strategic goal 5: To enhance WCLAC’s own abilities, performance and sustainability.
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Preface

Today, nobody would argue whether the so-called “honor” killing exists or not in Palestinian
society. Furthermore, nobody would argue about the seriousness of this problem and its
adverse impact on social cohesion in our society, specifically on the cohesion of Palestinian
families, which represent the core of social cohesion. Rather arguments are all about the
magnitude of this problem, its causes and the best ways to address and eliminate it.

Since its establishment 20 years ago, the Women’s Center for Legal Aid and Counselling
(WCLAC) has focused on addressing gender-based violence (GBV) and developing means
and mechanisms to end this violence against women. Over the years, WCLAC has never
ceased its efforts to develop programs and activities at all levels to contribute to ending
GBV.

It is obvious that killing is the most harsh form of violence against the human being, which
represents a violation of basic humanitarian norms and principles (that ban the violation of
the basic human right to life for whatever reasons and justifications). Certainly, the killing of
women in the name of “family honor” is a form of murder. (It is even a dual murder against
the woman: a murder that ends the woman’s life and deprives her of her right to life, and yet
another murder by claiming that she was killed because she violated “family honor,” which
means stigmatizing her even after her death.

Since its establishment, WCLAC has sought to respond to the challenge that this issue
entails. WCLAC has assumed the task of seeking to change the prevailing culture in the
Palestinian society in this regard. This is a colossal task requiring much effort and action in
all directions and at all levels. We had to work on detaching the private “domestic” character
from this issue in order to put it on the social agenda of all agencies and organizations and
build the required networks and coalitions to raise it as an issue in the public discourse and
adjust the course of education and socialization accordingly. This is not an easy task as it
requires persistent effort and perseverance in challenging the stereotyped norms. It also
requires the provision and dissemination of information and facts and for these to be open
for discussion, keeping in mind that the issue at stake here is “honor” killing — an issue that
has been kept by the prevailing culture within the highest degrees of secrecy and ambiguity
and within narrow domestic boundaries.



Today we proceed in the same way that we chose twenty years ago, when we accepted this
challenge. By issuing this report, we take another stride towards furthering the efforts to
eliminate this problem in order for women to live in a secure and safe environment.

I would like to express gratitude and appreciation to all individuals who contributed to this
report and made it possible. Special thanks are due to field researchers, who have exhibited
a high level of determination and persistence to overcome all difficulties and obstacles and
complete the collection of data and facts in order to be presented to the public in the way
they are.

Maha Abu Dayyeh
WCLAC Director



Summary

This report was developed with the aim of highlighting the problem of crimes in the name
of so called honor (also known as femicide) during the period 2007-2010. In particular the
report seeks to provide information on: the victims’ age, marital status, number of children,
place of residence, educational level, occupation, cause of death and kinship relation to the
murderer, as well as the socio-economic status of the victims’ families, the education level
and socio-economic status of the killers’ and the alleged reason for the killing.

In the period from January 2007 through to the end of November 2010, WCLAC
documented 29 cases of femicide and nine cases of suicide linked to domestic violence. It
should be noted here that these cases do not reflect the actual number of cases of femicide
and suicide but reflect the number of cases that were brought to WCLAC’s attention for this
documentation project. The actual number of femicides and suicides during this period is
likely to be significantly larger than the number of documented cases.

The report also addresses efforts made by formal and informal bodies to eliminate the problem
of femicide and attempts to examine the obstacles that still constrain the multitude of efforts
to this end. The report then highlights WCLAC’s findings and makes recommendations for
putting an end to women being killed on the basis of so-called “family honor” in Palestinian
society.

The methodology used in the development of this report involved analysing the demographic
data of the femicide cases in the period 2007-2010, as well as trying to address issues that
have not been adequately answered in the documented cases, such as the impact of killing
on the victim’s children and family. The final stage of the research was to conduct two focus
group discussions with institutions involved in activities to combat killing in the name of
“family honor” in order to discuss a key question from this report: Why is this problem still
present in Palestinian society despite the various efforts of state and non-state institutions
to eliminate it?

It is important to note that the figures in the report cannot and should not be extrapolated or
understood as data accounting for all femicide in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT)
but should instead be seen as representative of a particular set of cases during the years
under study. There are several reasons for this, most importantly that the documented cases
are limited to those WCLAC has identified and do not provide the actual number of femicide
cases. We fully believe that this documentation does not include all actual cases of femicide
in the Palestinian society.



The main findings of the report are the following:

Most victims were killed for alleged reasons related to women’s sexuality, claiming
that they damaged family honor, violated the customary moral code or challenged
the prevailing norms and traditions.

Femicide is more prevalent against women with low educational attainment compared
to those with higher education.

Two thirds of the murdered women in the cases documented did not work outside the
house while there were only one third who worked.

Around half of the victims of femicide in the cases documented lived in the villages. We
should note that we could not generalize that, as such, femicide occurred significantly
more in villages than in camps or cities because, as mentioned previously, these
findings cannot and should not be generalized to the issue of femicide but should be
seen as representative only of the cases and years under study.

The killer in most cases documented was a first—degree relative, with 17 cases
involving the fathers, brothers and/or husbands.

There is a clear, popular condemnation of the crime of femicide — this was the finding
of interviews with families and community members including neighbors, friends,
religious leaders and local officials. Without exception respondents stated their strong
objection to these murders, with some adding that murder is unaccepted regardless
of the reasons. Many remarked upon the adverse consequences on families, children
and society. All the interviewees called for the prosecution of those who commit such
murders.

There is an intense negative impact on the victims’ families, which is highlighted
in the report. This requires relevant institutions to take the initiative to offer
psychological and social services to these families in order to help them reintegrate
into their communities.

Offenders generally have a low educational and social level, so it is highly important
to target this group in terms of raising awareness of women rights in order to prevent
such killings.

Ultimately, the report attests to the crime of femicide still being present in Palestinian
culture, and possibly increasing, despite tremendous and serious efforts by state
and non-state institutions to eliminate it. We all have the responsibility to think
more deeply about the factors that motivate such crimes and develop programs
and mechanisms that would help in curbing the practice of “honor killing” in the
Palestinian society.



Introduction

Crimes in the name of so-called “family honor” are one of the most serious forms of violence
against women in Arab societies, where women are subjected to all kinds of violence. The
highest level of such violence is when the woman’s life is threatened and taken away in
the name of defending one’s honor. Women may be killed simply because of suspicions
or rumors about their conduct or practices that are perceived as being against common
traditions, norms and values of the society. These crimes against women are an expression
of double standards and a clear discrimination against them, which is a reflection of the
cultural and social heritage prevailing in society. This heritage is embodied in restricting
the perception of women’s honor and chastity to their bodies only (Abdul Rashid and
Makhlouf, 2003).

Oppression against women is still in practice to date in varying forms and degrees. In
addition to physical murder, there is also moral, psychological and social murder, and
women are always the victims.

Even in the third millennium, girls and women are still being killed, or forced to commit
suicide because of suspicions about their conduct or because of the belief that they have
done something that goes beyond the prevailing social norms and morals. Most often, the
killer is a relative: the father, brother, husband or uncle and he is usually offered the benefit
of reduced punishment based on groundless culturally and socially inherited perceptions.
The killer may even be at times seen as a victim on the grounds that his action is motivated
by a need to defend his honor and remove the disgrace (Abdul Rashid and Makhlouf, 2003).

This report was developed with the aim of highlighting the problem of crimes in the name
of so called honor (also known as femicide). It also aims at assessing its magnitude and
consequences for the victim’s family and children and identifying the position of the family
and society from these crimes.

In particular, the report seeks to provide demographic data on femicide victims who were
killed in the period 2007-2010. The report provides information on: the victim’s age, marital
status, number of children, place of residence, educational level, family’s socio-economic
level, victim’s occupation, kinship relation between the victim and her murderer, the way
she was killed, the alleged reason for her killing, and the murderer’s educational and social
level.

The report also addresses efforts made by formal and informal bodies to eliminate this
problem and attempts to examine obstacles that still constrain the multitude of efforts to this
end. Finally, the report documents the findings and WCLAC’s recommendations for putting
an end to women being killed on the basis of so called “family honor” in Palestinian society.
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Historical context of femicide

Historically, honor killing of women has been generally associated with the emergence of
the patriarchal system in Asia and Europe. The perception prevailed under this system that
the honor of the family and society is associated with women’s sexuality and that women
should be controlled since they are the source of reproduction and survival, similar to land
and natural resources — the source of food. This perception held that women and productive
resources need to be preserved because they provide the basis of survival for tribal and
feudal societies.

In order to preserve the patriarchal system, it was necessary to preserve the right to property
solely in the hands of landlords and, similarly, preserve the purity of the family tree, which
has the right to inheritance. Consequently, it was necessary to control women’s sexuality by
preserving their chastity and purity (Ali, 2001).

Historically, a man’s honor has been linked to his land that produces food, as well as to
the chasteness of women who produce children. Perceptions of honor, chastity, shame and
disgrace have evolved to reflect this reality in the context of defending the basis of survival.
Men would kill to defend the land and would kill to defend women. And the killing would
be justified by the violation of the solid moral code that is built around sexuality.

The norm of honor killing that emerged from within this code and that regulated social
relations in these primitive societies is still practiced to a varying extent in various parts of
the world (Ali, 2001).

Femicide has been associated with preserving men’s honor and maintaining the masculine
systems that still exist in different regions of the world such as China, India, Pakistan, Middle
East tribes, and Mediterranean countries such as Palestine, Lebanon, Turkey, Greece, Italy,
Spain and Morocco, as well as in Southern Europe, and Latin America (ibid).

Another trend in the discourse on the killing on the basis of the so-called “family honor”
appears in academic literature and reports produced by international organizations and
human rights activists. This line of thought indicates that the problem of “honor killing” is
not limited to a certain society or culture, but is rather prevalent around the world, including
western and eastern societies, regardless of the prevailing cultural traditions or religious
beliefs. In this context, the Special Rapporteur of the United Nations on Human Rights
noted in his 2003 report that the so-called honor killings occur in countries like Brazil,
Denmark, Egypt, Iraq, Israel, the occupied Arab territories, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Morocco, Netherlands, Pakistan, Qatar, Sweden, Syria, Turkey and Yemen.
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The difference lies in the way how these countries handle cases of honor killing in legal and
social terms (Ali, 2001).

In Arab societies, honor killing is practiced for reasons of violation or suspected violation
of moral codes adopted by the Arab tribe, which provide that chastity is a requirement for
women only. In this harsh and tenacious sentence, Arab norms and laws are overlooked, and
at the same time, religions, which provide for equal penalties between men and women, are
also overlooked.

This crime is still practiced in the Arab region, and the offender is usually treated as a
hero that has achieved the “will” of the tribe and defended his “honor” and thus he may be
granted by judges mitigating circumstances on the grounds of anguish and psychological
pain suffered by the offender for murdering his own daughter or sister. In many cases, the
society stands in favor of the crime and commends the act of the offender, while the victims
body lies with her blood and flesh all mixed with mud. The police and security services do
not investigate the elements of murder according to the usual norms of justice.

No complaints are heard and there is no questioning of the proportionality of the simple
mitigated punishment with the heinous crime committed against the victim (Abdo, 1999).

Methodology of report development

First of all, the reporting period was defined to be 2007-2010 because studies and reports on
femicide have been developed for the previous years. In 2001 WCLAC developed a study
titled “Femicide in the Palestinian Society” and the Palestinian NGO Forum for Combating
Violence Against Women (Al-Muntada) also developed a report on femicide, which was
titled “Femicide Crimes in Palestine in the Period 2004 - 2006.”

Demographic data related to age, educational level, occupation, place of residence, number
of children, kinship between the victim and the killer, and the way the murder was committed
were recorded for each year in a separate table. Then data related to each variable were
collated for the four years in one table. Focus was made on the type of life that the victims
had and their relation with their husbands and families. The characteristics of the offender
were also examined in terms of educational and social level. Finally, the impact of femicide
on the victim’s children and family was discussed.

The methodology used in the development of this report involved the organization of group
discussions with field researchers who were tasked with the documentation of femicide
cases. An in-depth discussion was held on issues that had not been adequately addressed in
the documented cases, such as the impact of the killing on the victim’s children and family.
Answers were given to some questions that surfaced while reviewing the documented
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cases. Another session of group discussion was held with the field researchers to obtain
information on successes they have achieved during the documentation of femicide cases,
in addition to problems and obstacles that still hinder the documentation process. The group
discussion also aimed at identifying the researchers’ views as to what needs to be done with
the families of the victims following the documentation of their cases.

Finally, two focus groups were held with institutions involved in activities to combat killing
in the name of “family honor” in order to address a main question in this report: Why is this
problem still present in the Palestinian society despite the various efforts of state and non-
state institutions to eliminate this practice?

The focus groups also aimed at agreeing on a set of recommendations and proposed
strategies to curb the problem while seeking to eliminate it completely.

WCLAC history in the documentation of honor killing cases

Since its inception, WCLAC has always had a strong stand against GBV. In many cases,
women in our society are subjected to threats to their lives for various reasons and a number
of those seek protection. WCLAC has responded to the needs of this group of women by
offering social and legal services and protection to them through contacts and cooperation
with official and non-formal bodies, as well as influential figures, in the absence of special
shelters to protect these women from being killed (Kevorkian, 2001).

WCLAC:s special focus on cases of femicide on the basis of “family honor” dates back to
the beginning of 2000. The first product of this focus was the publication of an analytical
study by WCLAC investigating the issue of femicide in the Palestinian society. This study
was conducted by contacting women living under the threat of being killing or who had
been subjected to an attempt on their lives. These cases had received services from WCLAC
social workers, who utilized their professional expertise and contacts with different public
institutions, including the police, to ensure that appropriate measures were taken to protect
these women and ensure their safety in the future.

The 2001 study underscored the urgent need to research and document femicide cases, since
the elimination of this problem will require a strong and extensive understanding of its
dimensions (Kevorkian, 2001).

Since that time, WCLAC has been training field researchers on the documentation
methodology and monitor their work on the identification and documentation of femicide
cases.
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The documentation of femicide cases by WCLAC has gone through different stages. At
the beginning of this work, it was difficult to find researchers who were willing to work
in this area because researchers were hesitant and worried about contacting the families of
murdered women and feared that the society would not accept them raising these issues. In
addition, the victims’ families were also reluctant to be interviewed by field researchers and
give them the required information. There has been a tendency to keep all the details on the
victim, the family and the killing incident in secrecy.

Over time and with the accumulation of experience, the work of WCLAC researchers on
the documentation of femicide cases has developed significantly owing to an increased
awareness within the Palestinian society on the importance of raising the issue of femicide
for discussion. This development in social perceptions about the issue is the result of
extensive efforts of women’s, human rights and media institutions. It also became easier to
identify and contact victims’ families as these crimes are now being addressed in the media.
At the start of WCLAC’s work on this issue identification and contact of families was done
through social relations and key informants in refugee camps, villages and towns. Hence
crime-related details on the incident, the victim, the family and other aspects have become
more accessible to field researchers.

WCLAC has become a main source of information related to femicide cases in Palestinian
society. Several women’s human rights and media institutions, as well as researchers and
academics, both at the local and external levels, are now approaching WCLAC to request
information related to GBV in general and femicide in particular in the Palestinian context.

WCLAC’s continued work on the documentation of cases of femicide committed in the
name of “family honor” is based on a strong belief in the importance of the documentation
process, which helps reveal the magnitude of abuse against women, allows the development
of a database on women/girls murdered, and provides estimates on the number of femicide
cases. In addition, the documentation process may provide indications on motives and
reasons leading to the killing of women and the way such murders are committed. Most
importantly, the documentation seeks to improve protection and support services to women
whose lives are threatened. The ultimate goal of this documentation is to use the obtained
information for lobbying and advocating for law amendments and enactment and
policy/strategy development with a view to eliminate the problem of femicide in the
Palestinian society by mobilizing support of decision-makers in the different ministries and
lobbying with members of the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC).
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Successes and obstacles still facing field researchers in the documentation
process based on WCLAC experience

The pioneering experience of WCLAC in the documentation of cases of family honor killing
is discussed in this report, emphasizing the pressing need to keep monitoring the problem,
reveal all related facts and convey these data and indicators to competent and responsible
bodies in order to allow the development of mechanisms and laws aimed at eliminating this
type of crimes. To date, many competent and societies are reluctant to address the problem of
femicide on the basis of “family honor,” while the few institutions documenting such cases
primarily focus on statistical aspects and fail to conduct comprehensive documentation that
can provide useful information to feed into lobbying and advocacy efforts.

The discussion of WCLAC’s experience with the documentation in this report aims at putting
this experience before professionals with the relevant specialization and expertise in order
to obtain feedback from report readers. This is envisaged to promote concerted constructive
efforts to advance WCLAC’s work in this field and improve the documentation process.
The more accurate and credible this work is, the more effective it will be in advocating
and mobilizing efforts to end the problem of femicide on the basis of the so-called “family
honor.”

In order to examine WCLAC’s experience in the documentation process, a series of regular
consecutive meetings were held with the field researchers who have been involved in the
documentation. The following topics were discussed in these meetings:

* How femicide cases are identified and how they are documented; what sources are
sought in the documentation process.

* Successes achieved in terms of gaining experience in the documentation of cases.
* Problems faced by field researchers in the documentation process.

* Next steps in the work with victims’ families following the documentation process.

Identification and documentation of femicide cases and sources of information
sought

All field researchers reported that they identify femicide cases from the media, since all
types of media, audiovisual and print, are now addressing and discussing femicide cases. In
previous years, in contrast, the researchers used to identify femicide cases from the residents
of the refugee camp, village or town or through their relations and informants. According
to them, media coverage of honor killing cases was not observed in the past for various
reasons, including:
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* Lack of courage to raise these issues, which used to be surrounded by secrecy on the
part of families and official bodies alike.

e Lack of interest in this issue in the past because the mentality used in dealing with
the issue tended to justify the killing and consequently, there was no motivation to
raise and challenge the issue.

e The perception of killing in the name of “family honor” as a taboo that should not be
discussed, since it is to a certain degree linked to women’s sexuality.

With regard to the second question on how the documentation process is carried out, the
researchers stated that once they hear about a femicide case, they go to the related location
and conduct interviews after explaining the objective of this documentation and by whom it
is commissioned, i.e., WCLAC. Interviews are carried out with the victim’s family and all
related persons, including her friends, neighbors, colleagues and schoolmates. Interviews
are also conducted with the relevant official bodies (including the police and lawyers) to
collect information on the incident and the fate of the offender and any details of the incident
that could not be obtained from unofficial parties.

Successes achieved by field researchers throughout their work on documentation

The researchers talked about their experience in the documentation process and successes
achieved. They indicated that at the beginning of their work in this field, they faced many
problems in obtaining information and the documentation of cases used to take them a lot of
time and effort. In recent years, however, access to information has become easier, because
of the skills they acquired in communication with the family and official authorities, as
well as their improved skills in the documentation methodology over the long years of field
experience and work with victims’ families. Furthermore, the documentation process has
become easier these days because femicide cases are now addressed in various forms of
mass media. As a result, the researchers explained that they have preliminary information
about the case before approaching the family of the victim, which helps them communicate
with the family and conduct the documentation process.

Families of victims are also now more open to talk about the issue because of a relatively
higher level of awareness due to the efforts of women’s, human rights and media institutions.
According to the researchers, families often perceive WCLAC as a supporter, a friend that
feels their plight. They also perceive the interview with the field researcher documenting
the case as a type of psychological debriefing and expression of pain they are suffering due
to the murder. They also believe that WCLAC is genuinely working for the elimination
of femicide. On the other hand, the researchers reported that official authorities, too, have
become more cooperative with them in providing information on cases of femicide because
of the trust and credibility that WCLAC is now enjoying on part of these institutions.
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Problems faced by field researchers in the documentation process

Despite progress achieved at the level of their professional performance in documenting
femicide cases, field researchers still face some problems and obstacles. A major issue is
that the police sometimes do not demonstrate cooperation, especially when the director
changes. This problem becomes less significant when the researcher and the police officer
are acquaintances at the personal level.

Another problem that may face the researcher is when the family hide the truth and fail to
cooperate with the researcher. In many cases, tremendous efforts need to be exerted and the
researcher may have to carry out repeated visits to the family in order to obtain the required
information for the documentation process.

A third problem is faced when the researcher is not allowed the chance to meet the
interviewees in person without the presence of others. This situation reduces the possibility
to obtain correct and accurate information. The researchers indicated that it is more difficult
to interview men for the documentation process. On occasions, researchers explained that
it can be very difficult and even risky to interview the family. The researchers also pointed
to another problem related to the accuracy of information gathered, when contradicting
accounts of the situation are offered in some instances because of interviewees’ hesitation
and fear to give accurate and correct information.

What should follow the documentation and what should WCLAC offer?

The field researchers noted that the documentation process is very important as it helps in
gathering information on victims and details on the incident, offender and family. Such
information and details have a significant role in the lobbying and advocacy process with
decision-makers with the aim to eliminate the occurrence of such crimes in the Palestinian
society. However, the documentation process is not enough according to them. It is also
important to work with the family of the victim, particularly her children, because they will
suffer from so many problems following the incidence of murder. In many cases, children
will develop behavioral changes, such as nightmares, sleeping disorders, bedwetting,
withdrawal, depression and other psychological and social changes. All these symptoms
will require curative interventions. Often the low economic situation of the victim’s family
prevents them from seeking costly treatment. Therefore, they recommended that WCLAC
and other specialized centers should offer the needed medical treatment and intervention
free of charge to victims’ children and family members.

It is important to continue working with victims’ families as members of these families
may go through difficult stages of psychological stress that may reach the level of suicidal
thoughts. Therefore, WCLAC should offer these families the required help or refer them to
other specialized institutions. The researchers recommended that material support offered
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to these families because their economic status is low and will become even worse in the
absence of the provider, who is often the offender.

Data related to femicide cases documented in the period 2007 - 2010

This part of the report provides details on femicide cases in the period 2007 through to
the end of November 2010. Murder cases will be examined and analyzed by each year
separately. Next, data will be collated and the total outcome for the past four years will be
presented in consolidated tables per each variable under study.

In the separate analysis per each year, data will be presented on women’s age, marital status,
number of children, place of residence, educational level, occupation, kinship relation
between the victim and the murderer, and the way the murder was committed. In addition,
data will be presented on the murderer’s educational level and occupation when such
information is available, in addition to the economic situation of victim’s families.

Sources of information gathered on femicide cases

In the documentation process, field researchers relied on various sources to collect the
largest amount possible of information in an attempt to obtain as true a picture of what
happened as possible. The researchers also conducted interviews with official bodies, such
as the police, governor’s office, general prosecutor’s office, members of political parties and
professionals such as social workers. On some occasions, safe homes were approached for
information. Interviews were conducted with members of victims’ families, including: the
father, mother, husband, brothers, sisters, and sometimes their children. In a few cases, the
researchers had to interview other acquaintances, such as neighbors and friends. In some
cases, information was sought from religious or tribal leaders.

In the period from 2007 and through end of November 2010, WCLAC documented 29
cases of femicide and 9 cases of suicide. It should be noted here that these cases do not
reflect the actual number of cases of femicide and suicide but reflect the number of cases
that reached WCLAC’s attention. The actual number of femicide and suicide cases might
be larger than the number of documented cases. It is also important to note that the analysis
included all femicide cases and only part of suicide cases. The latter are mainly cases where
the analysis of the documentation clearly indicated that the victim was forced to commit
suicide or the case was a murder not a suicide. In the remaining suicide cases, it was not
fully clear if the victims were forced to commit suicide by their families, although based on
the documentation collected we have the grounds to suspect that the victims in suicide cases
were often forced to take this decision.
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The majority of the documented cases were in the West Bank, with only two cases
documented in Gaza in 2008. We believe the reason for this discrepancy is not that Gaza has
a small number of femicide cases but rather that the situation of almost complete isolation
of Gaza from the West Bank has hindered the ability to obtain accurate information on the
situation in Gaza. In practice, the two documented cases reached our attention, so we sought
to document them.

Data on cases of killing in 2007

The number of femicide cases documented by WCLAC in 2007 was 8.
The number of suicide cases documented in the same year was 3.

Age - A one year old girl child
- All other cases ranging between 23 and 52 years old
Marital status - 1 child
- 6 ever married
- 1 single
Place of residence - 4 in villages
- 4 in towns
Educational level - 1 illiterate

- 2 elementary school
- 3 preparatory school
- 1 secondary school

Occupation - In 6 cases, the victim was not working outside the
house
- 1 worked outside the house

Kinship relation - 2 murdered by their brothers
between the victim | - 1 murdered by her father
and her murderer - 1 murdered by her cousin (uncle’s son)

- 1 murdered by her cousin (aunt’s son)
- In 1 case, the perpetrator was not identified
- 2 murdered by unrelated strangers

The way the victim | - 4 by shooting

was killed - 2 by strangulation

- 1 by stabbing

- 1 found cut in pieces and strangulated

Number of children |-0
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Data on cases of killing in 2008

In 2008, WCLAC documented 5 cases of killing.

Age

- Victims’ ages ranged between 22 and 29 years

Marital status

- 1 single
- 3 married (one was divorced from her first husband)
- 1 divorced

Place of residence

- 1in a village
- 3 in towns
- 1 in a refugee camp

Educational level

- 3 preparatory school
- 2 secondary school

Occupation

- 1 worked outside the house
- 4 did not work outside the house

Kinship relation
between the victim
and her murderer

- 1 murdered by her father

- 1 murdered by her brother

- 1 by unrelated person

- 2 murdered by their fathers jointly with brothers

The way the victim
was killed

- All 5 were strangulated. In one case, the victim was
burned by gasoline in addition to strangulation. In
another case, the victim was beaten severely until she
lost her vision and was then strangulated.

Number of children

- The total number of children who lost their mothers
was 4.




Data on cases of killing in 2009

In 2009, WCLAC documented 9 cases of killing, including two suicide cases, which were
treated as murders because the data indicated that the victims were poisoned to death.

Age

- Victims’ ages ranged between 17 and 40 years

Marital status

- 4 married

- 2 single

- 1 divorced

- 1 widow

- In 1 case, the marital status was not documented

Place of residence

- 2 in refugee camps
- 5 in villages
- 2 in towns

Educational level

- In 1 case, the educational level was not documented
- 1 illiterate

- 1 elementary school

- 3 preparatory school

- 2 secondary school

- 1 diploma

Occupation

- 3 did not work outside the house

- In 2 cases, the occupation was not documented or
they did not work outside the house

- 4 worked outside the house (one of those did
embroidery works from her home)

Kinship relation
between the victim
and her murderer

- 2 murdered by their fathers

- 2 murdered by their brothers

- 1 murdered by her husband

- One murdered by her nephew (sister’s son)

The way the victim
was killed

- 4 were strangulated

- 3 were given poisons to drink

- 1 was stabbed, reportedly 25-30 times

- In 1 case, the killing method was not documented

- The two cases recorded as suicide were documented
as taking a poisonous material to commit suicide (in
one of these two cases, the victim was reportedly
strangulated by her mother or died because of a
stroke)

Number of children

- The number of children per family ranged between
one to seven children. The total number of children
who lost their mothers was 20.
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Data on cases of killing in 2010

In 2010, WCLAC documented 6 cases of killing and four other cases as suicide.
However, in this section, data analyzed relate to the cases of femicide in addition to
one of the cases recorded as suicide, where the examination of the details indicates that
the victim was killed by means of hanging.
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Age

- Victims’ ages ranged between 13 and 38 years

Marital status

- 3 single
- 4 married, including one who has been married four
times

Place of residence

- 4 in villages
- 2 in refugee camps
- 1 in atown

Educational level

- 3 elementary school

- 2 preparatory school

- 1 secondary school

- In 1 case, the educational level was not documented

Occupation

- 3 did not work outside the house

- 1 worked at home in sewing

- 1 worked in farming in Israel for long periods of
time but was not working in recent times

- In 1 case, the occupation was not documented

- 1 was a grade 7 student

Kinship relation
between the victim
and her murderer

- 4 murdered by their husbands
- 1 murdered by her brother
- 1 was murdered by her sister jointly with her friend

The way the victim
was killed

- 2 were strangled

- 1 was stabbed in her chest three times

- 1, pregnant in her 5th month, was burned by a gas
cylinder along with her children and some of the
children sustained severe injuries and deformities

- 1 was poisoned

- 1 was thrown from the fourth floor

- 1 was documented as suicide but the records say that
she was found hanged by a laundry rope on top of the
family’s house

Number of children

- The number of children ranged between one to seven
children per affected family. The total number of
children who lost their mothers was 16.

Overall data related to victims by year and variables




Data on age of girls and women victims of femicide during the reporting period:

Year | <20 years | 20- 30 years | 30 -40 years | 40- 50 years | > 50 years
2007 |1 5 - - 2
2008 |- 5 - - -
2009 |2 2 5 - -
2010 |1 3 3 - -
Total |4 15 8 - 2

The youngest victim of femicide during the period 2007-2010 was a one-year old female
child, who was killed by her father because he had suspicions that she is not his daughter.
He murdered her by stabbing her five times. There was an incident when the father hit the
baby several times when she was two months old.

The oldest victim was 53 years of age and was killed in 2007 by the wife of her brother and
two persons with no kinship relation to her.

Data on the marital status of the victims:

Year | Child [ Single | Married | Divorced | Widow | Not documented
2007 |1 1 6 - - -
2008 |- 1 3 1 - -
2009 |- 2 4 1 1 1
2010 2 4 - - -
Total |2 6 17 2 1 1

As seen in the table above, the largest proportion of females killed during the past four years

were married (17 out of 29), followed by single women, divorced women and widows.
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Data on the educational level:

Year | Illiterate | Elementary | Preparatory | Secondary | Diploma | Not
or above | documented

2007 |1 2 3 1 - One was not
documented
and one was
a child

2008 | - - 2 - _

2009 |1 1 2 1 1

2010 | - 3 2 1 - 1

Total |2 6 11 6 1 3

The table above indicates that the educational level of the victims was generally low, with

19 having educational level up to preparatory school and only one with a post-secondary
diploma.

Data on the occupation of women murdered in the period 2007- 2010:

Year | Worked outside | Did not  work | Not Other remarks
the house outside the house | documented

2007 |1 6 - One was a child

2008 |1 4 - -

2009 |4 3 2 -

2010 |2 3 1 One was a student

Total |8 16 3 2

As seen in the above table, one can conclude that the majority of murdered women did
not work outside the house (16), while there was only 8 women who worked. Four of the
women who used to work were involved in the picking of vegetables and crops in Israel, one
worked as a housemaid, two worked in beauty salons, one as a teacher and one worked on
an embroidery machine from home.
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Data on victim’s place of residence:

Year Refugee camp Village Town
2007 - 4 4
2008 1 1 3
2009 2 5 2
2010 2 4 1
Total 5 14 10

The proportion of femicide cases occurring in villages in the past four years was the
highest, with 13 cases recorded in villages. However, it would not be appropriate to make
a generalization that femicide occurs in villages more often than in towns or refugee camps
because these data are limited to the past four years only and also because these numbers do
not reflect the actual number of such murders as explained above. The cases analyzed here
are only those documented by WCLAC.

Data on Kinship relation between the victim and the murderer:

Year | Brother | Father | Husband | Brother Another | Unrelated | other
and father | relative

2007 |2 1 - - 3 2 -

2008 |1 1 - 2 - 1 -

2009 |2 2 1 - 2 - 2 took

poisons

2010 |1 - 4 - 1 sister | - 1
and her hanged
friend

Total | 6 4 5 2 6 3 3

Apparently, the murderer in most cases of femicide occurring in the period 2007-2010 was a
first-degree relative, with 17 cases involving the father and/or the brother or the husband in
the role of the murderer. This reaffirms what has been discussed in the historical context to
the effect that women’s body and “honor” are the property of men, who may kill the woman
using the pretext of defending their own “honor”.
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Data on the way the murder was committed:

Year | Shooting | Strangulating | Stabbing | Cutting  in | Taking | Burning | Throwing
pieces  and | poisons from a
strangulating | or height

hanging

2007 | 4 2 1 1 - - -

2008 - - - - - -

2009 | - 5 1 - 3 - -

2010 | - 2 1 - 2 1 1

Total | 9 9 3 1 5 1 1

The table indicates that the most common methods used in these murders were strangulation
and shooting — 9 cases each. A noteworthy finding is that in some of the documented
femicide cases, more than one method were used for the same murder. For instance, the
victim in some cases was strangulated then shot dead. In another case, she was strangulated
then burned. In a third case, she was beaten to death and then cut to pieces. In another case,
the strangulation was followed by hanging and in another, the victim was beaten until she
lost her vision, then she was strangulated. The use of multiple methods, especially after
the murderer was sure of the victim’s death, is an indication of the high level of rancor,
determination to kill and intention to maim the body.

It is also noteworthy that the bodies of many of the victims were disposed of by throwing
them in remote spots, in the woods and sometimes next to dumpsites.

Reasons for the killing as reported by people

Analysis of femicide murders documented by WCLAC in the period 2007-2010 and
examination of reasons leading to the killing reveal that the killing was committed on the
basis of doubts and suspicions, mostly accusing the victims of having sexual relations with
strangers. However, and according to interview’s accounts, investigations revealed that
these women have never committed any act that violates the commonly accepted notion of
honor. In one of the cases, the woman was killed because she was caught with a stranger
in a mountainous area. In another case, the stated reason for the killing of the woman was
based on defending honor without giving any details, but the investigation revealed that she
has never committed any wrongdoing and the murderer based his act on people’s suspicions
and accusations that the victim used to go and meet some people in another town outside
her place of residence.
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In a third case, it was reported by people that the woman was killed to prevent the disclosure
of the sexual abuse she was subjected to by her brothers and father. Her killing was also
thought to be the best way to deprive her from her share in the inheritance.

In a fourth case, a woman was killed because of suspicions that she had an affair with
another man. In a fifth case, the woman was killed because she found out that her husband is
having an affair with another woman, so he killed her to prevent the disclosure of the issue.
In another case, it was found that the husband killed his wife because he hates females. He
also asked his sons to poison their sisters in order to get rid of them.

By reviewing the documented reasons that have been mentioned by victims’ families, it is
clear that the stated reasons are predominantly related to women’s sexuality, and all that
was said was no more than suspicions and doubts that have never been proved. On the other
hand, women’s sexuality and honor are perceived to be the property of men and thus men
have the responsibility to defend the “honor” of women. This is in line with what has been
stated in the examination of the historical context of femicide in this report to the effect that
a woman’s honor belongs to the man and that he has the duty to defend it similar to any other
property under his protection. Moreover, the analysis reveals that women are sometimes
murdered and forced to pay their lives in order to conceal crimes perpetrated by men in the
family, such as sexual relations with other women, sexual abuse against the victim herself
and the fear of exposing hideous acts of males in the family, or because males in the family
are afraid that women will demand their right to the inheritance. In other words, the victims
pay the price of crimes they never committed!

The position of families and the community towards the killing

Interviews with the family, neighbors and friends, as well as with official and religious
figures, indicated that there is an obvious rejection of femicide crimes. Everybody without
exception stated their strong objection to these murders and some stated that murders are
unacceptable regardless of the reason. They recalled the adverse consequences on families,
children and society, all the interviewees agreed on rejecting the use of killing for any reason
and demanded for prosecution of those who commit such type of crimes.

Crime consequences

Through the review and analysis of cases and interviews with victims’ families with regard
to the consequences of the killing, it was found that all families where such murders occurred
have become to suffer from social isolation from their neighbors, the surroundings and the
community where they live because of gossips. According to them, such decision was taken
by the family itself or came as a response to the way they are treated by the surroundings.
Members of these families have become more inclined towards withdrawal and staying
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home, taking an internal decision not to engage with members of other families. In result of
the various gossips and interpretations, the families’ reputation was hurt and often distorted.
Families are also disintegrated as a result of the killing because the murderer is most of
the time from the same family. This has lead to confused feelings among family members,
especially when the victim is the daughter and the murderer is the son, or when the victim is
the mother and the murderer is the father.

In cases, where the mother was killed, the consequence for the family was in the form of
disintegration after the death of the mother and the imprisonment of the father. In such
cases, children have lost both parents in one moment. In some cases, the children were
handed over to the Ministry of Social Affairs (MoSA) to provide them with care. In other
cases, part of the children remained at home and part moved to live with their grandparents
either from the mother’s or father’s side.

The negative effects of the killing of the mother on her children were more prominent. In a
number of families, young girls became responsible for home chores and had to drop school
in order to assume roles that are not designated for youngsters, such as caring for their
younger siblings.

In cases, where the murder was committed in the presence of children, the negative
consequences were more prominent. According to the researchers, children were shocked
by the incident and the negative consequences may develop more severe complications in
the future.

In a case, where a mother was killed, one of her children wished to die and join his mother.
It was found that children in school do not call the child by his name but rather by the
nickname “the boy whose mother was murdered.” This has a harsh impact on the children’s
psychology and causes their withdrawal from the school community according to reports by
the interviewed women.

In cases, where children witnessed the killing of their mothers, children have been suffering
from behavioral and psychological changes, such as nightmares, bedwetting, withdrawal,
crying and shouting all the time, and in many cases, children develop signs of depression
according to what was reported in the interviews.

Some of the families have been affected economically by the incident because the murderer
was the only provider. Thus these families have been suffering from need and hunger in
addition to psychological and social suffering.

Girls whose sisters were killed also suffer from shock and some of them have suicidal

thoughts. In other cases, they blame themselves because they failed to intervene to defend
the lives of their sisters.
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The social surrounding, including neighbors and relatives, also suffer from confusion
resulting from the killing incidents. In the interviews, many of those stated that they are
shocked by the incident, especially that the victims have had good reputation. In other cases,
the interviewed women and girls expressed worries about their situation, believing that their
lives have become endangered and that they do not sense security and stability in their lives
anymore.

In cases, where a brother killed his sister, there was a clear division in the position of
different family members and confusion in some of them. The family expressed confusion
and indecision regarding how they will relate to the brother — for example, will they visit
him in prison? Should they decide to boycott him?

The above account point to the different and diverse consequences that the killing incidents
have. Some consequences relate to the family’s unity. In most cases, the family will become
divided geographically and psychologically. Members of the affected family may suffer
from social isolation and withdrawal, accompanied by psychological effects, such as
feelings of anger, self-blame and a sense of powerlessness.

The examination of cases revealed a negative outcome for families at the economic level.
The victims’ families in many cases lose their main and often only provider, who used
to shoulder the main responsibility for earning a livelihood. In view of the fact that most
families affected by such killings are already poor, this new situation makes it worse for
them and aggravates their poverty.

The negative effects were more prominent in children, especially those who witnessed the
crime. Therefore, the field researchers who interviewed the families recommended that these
families are in need for assistance and psychosocial support. It is of particular importance
to work with victims’ children in order to remedy the effects of the incident on them and
help them cope with the new difficult situation and adverse consequences resulting from the
murders and the loss of their mothers.

Murderers’ educational level

By reviewing the information gathered on the educational and social status of the offenders,
it was found that they generally have a low educational level. In most cases, their educational
attainment was limited to the elementary education stage. In few cases, the offender
completed the preparatory stage. In one case only, the offender was a university student and
in another case, he completed his undergraduate education (BA degree).

The social status of all offenders was low. Most of them suffer from alcohol and/or drug

abuse. In some cases, they were drug dealers and have been in prison for this reason. On the
other hand, some of them had had suspicious contacts with the Israeli occupation.
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Economic status and living standards of victims’ families

This section of the report pays attention to the economic status of victims’ families. These
families live in hardship in all aspects and forms. They live in crowded housing; suffer
from economic hardship affecting the place and its occupants, and experience psychological
distress resulting from disruptive relations. Hence most of the victims used to live in hardship
and were deprived from the most basic humanitarian needs.

By examining the documented cases during the period 2007-2010, it was clear that the
economic status of victims’ families was very low. Their housing conditions were very tough,
with the entire family living in one or, at best, two rooms that can hardly accommodate the
large numbers of their occupants. Some of these houses had a tin roof and in some, the floor
was without tiling. The houses never see sunlight.

The furniture is very poor and sometimes, basic commodities to manage daily life
requirements are lacking. Some of the families were dependent on external assistance or
child allowances offered to holders of Jerusalem ID cards. However, these amounts are very
little and cannot meet the different demands of daily living.

Some aspects of victims’ lives

The lives that the victims had were not much better than their fate, which is the death sentence.
The documentation revealed that many of the victims have lived in hardship, oppression
and slow death. They were often subjected to all forms of violence, including physical,
psychological, verbal, sexual and economic violence, threats and home confinement.

One of the documented cases was found to be subjected to humiliation by her own family
since she was a child. She was forced to practice begging and was beaten violently whenever
she was unable to collect the expected sums. After she was married, her husband used to
abuse and humiliate her, accusing her of disreputable conduct and kicking her out of her
home in late night hours.

The documentation of another case revealed that the victim used to be tied by chains and
hanged by ropes. In another case, the husband used to lock the victim inside the house all
the time, barring her from going out even in the area around the house. He never brought
any supplies that she asked for. At the same time, he used to spend most of the time in an
unconscious situation due to alcohol abuse. He also used to kick his wife out of the house
whenever he wants.

Another victim used to be subjected to sexual abuse by her brothers and father consistently.
They used to threaten her in order not to demand for her rights in the inheritance. She was
fearful and could not disclose the abuses to anybody. Her sister also was subjected to a
killing attempt and used also to be sexually abused by brothers and father before she got
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married. In rare occasions, the victims decided to file a complaint but they preferred to keep
silent in most cases because of their fears of retaliation by their brothers.

The victim in another documented case was reportedly beaten and humiliated by her mother.
She was forced to marry and her husband used to treat her badly. He used to hit her severely
and insult her in the presence of her children. Later he kicked her out of the house.

In other cases, the women used to be subjected to verbal insults by different family members,
including the father, husband and brothers. One of the victims was raped by her step-father.
In another documented case, after being divorced, the victim was forced to marry to another
man because her father was indebted to that man and unable to pay the money back, so he
married his daughter to him as a way to pay the debt back. In another case, the girl was forced
to marry and divorce three times in order to get the bride’s jewelry and dowry. Another
victim was forced to have sex with strangers for money. In all documented cases, the victims
were found to suffer from all forms of violence and live in poverty and deprivation.

In other cases, the women were found to be in constant disputes with their husbands, staying
for long months in their parents’ house as a sign of their dissatisfaction with their marital
life. They often go back to live with their husbands under pressures from their families and
the society and because of the worry about their children. They are usually afraid of taking a
decision to divorce, because of the social stigma attached to divorced women. The hesitation
and reluctance to get a divorce is also a reflection of the total absence of a social security
system that would protect women and provide them with a decent living for themselves and
their children.

An overview of the lives of these women reveal that their lives were very difficult since
childhood and that they had been suffering both in their relations with their families and
husbands and in-laws. Some of them were the second or even third wife for their husbands.
They themselves, in some cases, were married for the second or the third time. Some were
divorced and treated harshly by their own families. In one of the cases, the victim was
murdered after being divorced; She was not allowed to take custody of her daughter and
was denied any chance to see her. Whenever she tried to see her daughter, her family would
blame her, beat her and lock her at home. Later, she was killed because she went to see her
daughter against the will of her family.

In another case, the murdered woman was in constant dispute with her in-laws. She
demanded and got divorce. But she suffered a lot when she returned to live with her own
family. Ultimately she was killed when she was accused of leaving home at late night hours.

By reviewing the situation of the victims, the overall conclusion we can make is that the
relation between males and females was all about males’ arbitrary dominance and control
over females. The victims lived lives full of suffering and pain to the extent that many
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of them had repeatedly had suicidal thoughts. All victims of these murders were living in
poverty and deprived from all opportunities, whether it is education, inheritance, the right
to choose the husband, the right to custody of their children after divorce, the right to safety
and dignity, and finally the right to life.

On the other hand, when asked whether the victims had searched for or sought the assistance
of human rights’ or women’s organization for protection, the respondents mostly stated that
the victims had not sought help, without explaining the reasons for not doing so.

Efforts of official institutions and NGOs to eliminate the problem of femicide
in the Palestinian society

Both state and non-sate Palestinian actors exert tremendous efforts to address and eliminate
the problem of femicide. The following are examples of such efforts:

¢ Forming a National Committee for Combating Violence against Women, including
a large number of Palestinian ministries, in addition to the General Union of
Palestinian Women and the NGO Forum for Combating Violence against Women.
This Committee is tasked with developing a national strategy for combating violence
against women.

* Working through coalitions to amend legal provisions that discriminate against
women and propose draft laws that are more sensitive to GBV issues in order to
ensure gender equality and equity.

e Cooperating and networking with regional and international institutions and
coalitions in order to exchange experiences and learn from successes made in
combating violence against women, particularly femicide.

*  Working with decision-makers in Palestinian ministries, PLC members, members of
political parties and all influential figures in municipal and local councils to mobilize
their support to efforts against GBV.

e Raising community awareness on women’s issues, particularly violence against
women, with focus on femicide issues. Various strategies are being employed to this
end, such as workshops, sensitization sessions, conferences and media work.

* Developing the capacity of institutions working in areas related to combating
violence against women in order to ensure provision of quality services to women
and sensitize the staff and management on GBYV issues.

* Providing data and statistics on violence against women, including femicide.
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* Encouraging and supporting research projects that address and discuss the issues of
violence against women.

* Providing legal and social services and protection to women subjected to violence
through specialized providers and ensuring protection to women facing threats to
their lives.

Obstacles still hindering the elimination of women’s Kkilling on the basis of
“family honor”

Despite great efforts and various activities carried out by state and non-state organizations
in addressing the issue of “honor killing,” this problem still exists. This section of the report
seeks to discuss reasons/factors that are still hindering or limiting success in eliminating
this problem. To answer this question, two focus group discussions (FGD) were held with a
number of female professionals and activists working in combating violence and challenging
the issue of killing on the basis of the so-called “family honor.” The first FGD was held
with the NGO Forum for Combating Violence against Women with the participation of ten
members. The second FGD involved WCLAC staff members with the participation of eight
members.

The main theme under discussion was: What are the reasons that still hinder the elimination
of the problem of women’s killing on the basis of the so-called “family honor” in the
Palestinian society, despite all efforts exerted to end this problem?

Answers given in the first FGD included:

* Femicide is still present in the Palestinian society because of the lack of deterring
legislations and laws.

* The patriarchal character of the Palestinian society perceives women as subordinates
rather than as full partners.

» Institutional agendas depend on donors’ agenda. Institutions often lack a strong
conviction of the importance and effectiveness of their actions.

*  Women themselves maintain a culture and self-image as not having a say in the
decision-making process in the family.

*  Women have a negative perception of, and poor trust in women’s movement and do
not seek help from women’s institutions.

* Institutions do not include men in the awareness-raising activities on human rights
and respect of women’s rights.
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Women have the inclination to blame themselves and have a sense of guilt, which is
reinforced by society’s perceptions.

Shelter services are misunderstood by the public.

There is inadequate awareness of the issue of protection and women do not have
many choices in light of their low trust in women’s institutions.

When women do not feel safe, they lack trust in institutions’ ability to protect them
and do not have the knowledge of how to work with bodies advocating their issues;
therefore they do not seek protection.

Poor families are prone to social pressures and advocacy on behalf of poor women
is lacking.

Social norms and traditions and society pressures have a stronger authority over
families than laws.

In the second FGD on reasons still hindering the elimination of femicide, the following
answers were given:

The inherited values and socialization in the Palestinian society have a direct and important
role in the occurrence of this problem. Arab societies, and the Palestinian in particular,
consider women as a private property of men and

Thus a man committing the killing or abuse is seen as practicing his right to dispose
of his own property. This is paralleled with a grave lack of laws that deter such acts.

Some staff members in institutions working in this field are not strongly convinced
of the importance of eliminating this problem.

Tribal figures may intervene and families do not have adequate knowledge in the
legal ways to address the problem.

Cultural heritage prevent the development of a mentality that goes in line with the
material development.

Many murder cases have other reasons, such as theft or reluctance to apply the
Islamic Shari’a law with regard to women’s share in inheritance. Therefore, some
commit the killing for personal motives and justify it by fabricating a link between
the killing and family honor.

Participants also noted the role of the Israeli occupation, expressing a belief that the
occupation has a direct role in reinforcing this problem through:
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» Political recruitment of some girls and women, providing a direct reason for their
killing by their families.

* Encouraging substance abuse among youth, which gives a strong motivation for the
killing.

» Military checkpoints and classification of Palestinian areas to area A and C, which
restricts access and hinders law enforcement.

Discussion of report findings

It was apparent from the discussion and analysis of the cases of killing on the basis of the
so-called “family honor” in the period 2007-2010 that most victims were killed for alleged
reasons related to women’s sexuality, claiming that they damaged family honor, violated the
customary moral code or challenged the prevailing norms and traditions. This finding is in
agreement with the notion presented in the discussion of the historical context of femicide
to the effect that women are killed because of men’s claims that they want to defend family
honor, which is shaped by “women’s chastity and purity,” and that it is a man’s duty to
defend his honor the same way as he would defend his property and land.

This finding is also in agreement with the point that was raised earlier in this report that
women are killed or forced to commit suicide because of suspicions that they violated
the moral code. This also reflects the nature of relation between males and females in the
Palestinian society, which is based on control and dominance by the “stronger” party over
the “weaker” one. This perception may even reach the point that some males believe that
females are their own property and that they can dispose of “their females” the way they do
with their land and other physical property.

While discussing the report findings, it is important to note that these findings cannot
and should not be generalized to the issue of femicide in general but should be seen as
representative of cases and years under study. There are several reasons for this, most
importantly that the documented case are limited to those WCLAC has identified and do not
provide the actual number of femicide cases. We are confident that the documentation could
not include all actual cases of females who were killed on the basis of the so-called “family
honor” in the Palestinian society. Another reason making it inappropriate to generalize the
findings is that the period covered in the report is limited to four years only and the report
does not attempt to search in and analyze all femicide cases over the long years. So to be
accurate, the report can claim that among women killed in the past four years, there were
more married than single women, for example, or the occurrence of femicide cases is more
prevalent among women with low educational attainment compared to those with higher
education.

On the other hand, a major finding in the report is related to the negative impact of the
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murder on the victim’s family. This requires relevant institutions to take the initiative to
offer psychological and social services to these families in order to help them reintegrate
into their communities and help treat the resulting psychological and behavioral problems
in some family members, especially children. It is equally important to work with the
communities or neighborhoods, where femicide incidents occur, in order to facilitate the
reintegration of victims’ families.

Another important finding that should be highlighted is that all individuals interviewed and
asked about their position towards femicide, regardless of their educational level, place
of residence, gender, age or job position, expressed decisive rejection of this practice and
stated that nothing can justify this killing, that the law should be applied and the offenders
should be brought before justice and receive the due sentence. This position gives us a hope
that femicide is rejected by the public; but it also poses an important question: since both the
public and the elite in the society are against femicide, why is it still practiced?

The report clearly pointed out that the offenders are generally have a low social level and
delinquent conduct. Therefore, it is important to work with these groups in remote and
marginalized areas in order to raise their awareness and prevent them from committing such
crimes.

Finally, the report indicated that the problem of femicide is still present and could be
increasing despite tremendous and serious efforts by all state and non-state institutions to
eliminate it. We all have a responsibility to think more deeply in factors that motivate such
crimes and develop programs and mechanisms that would help in curbing the practice of
“honor killing” in the Palestinian society. This would start by attempting to answer some
questions, like:

* Are the actual reasons behind the killing limited to the lack of awareness and
inadequate legislations that address the issue of femicide or are there other reasons
that may have a stronger role in this?

* Is poverty, for instance, a main catalyst for such murders?

¢ Does the adverse environment of substance abuse and addiction, in which the
offenders live, provide a main reason behind these crimes?

e Is there a role for the Israeli occupation and the associated political and economic
situation in sustaining this problem?

e Should efforts be made at all levels at the same time, such as improving the
educational, social, economic and environmental situation of victims, offenders and
their families?
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* Are awareness programs offered by the different institutions capable to answer the
questions that the target groups may have? Are these programs being evaluated and
their successes and failures assessed? What are the most effective methods to change
the realities on the ground?

e Is there adequate outreach to marginalized and remote areas where femicide cases
occur? Do these programs have the ability to reach all segments of the Palestinian
society as opposed to reaching certain segments only and certain regions?

e Are additional methods considered to address the issue of violence and femicide,
such as targeting school children at an early age, targeting university students to raise
their awareness and increase their sensitivity towards GBV, etc?

* Are efforts made in terms of offenders’ rehabilitation and provision of support and
advice to victims’ families?

Recommendations

Recommendations presented by participants in the FGDs can be classified under the
following themes:

Awareness-raising:

It is essential to work with all social segments in all regions to raise their awareness of
women’s issues and rights, particularly in relation to addressing honor-related issues, in
order to help eliminate the problem of femicide on the basis of the so-called “family honor”
in the Palestinian society. It is essential to target males in particular by awareness-raising
activities, in addition to working with females in order to raise their awareness and empower
them to protect them from sexual abuse inside and outside the family.

Laws and legislations:

Legal provisions related to femicide cases need to be amended to ensure that murders on
the basis of the so-called “family honor” are penalized the same way as any other murders.

Further work with victims’ families and children following the documentation process:

» Efforts should extend in order to go back to the affected families, follow up with
the legal procedures of femicide cases, monitor the trials and analyze the rulings of
courts on these cases.

* Follow up with victim’s families should be maintained in order to provide them with
psychological, social and material support through referrals to relevant organizations
that can offer the needed support.
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Provision of protection to women living under threats to their lives:

*  Women should be supplied with addresses of institutions that offer protection. In most
cases, women are not aware of institutions providing such services and protection.

* Follow up should be made with women living under threats to their lives to ensure
that they enjoy the required protection. In case they access protection centers and
safe homes, their discharge and return to their families should not be approved unless
their safety is secured.

* Financial support should be offered to victims’ families, because in most cases
they are economically vulnerable and needy and as such they are entitled to receive
financial assistance from MoSA.
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Annex: Participants of focus group discussions

Participants in the first FGD from the
NGO Forum on Combating Violence
against Women:

Participants in the second FGD from
Women’s Center for Legal Aid and
Counselling:

Randa Shweiki
Rawan Farhat
Reema Abu Sharif
Sana’ Shehadeh
Suhad Abdul-Latif
Aida Eisawi
Victoria Shukri
Layali Zahran
Najwa Yaghi

Halima Abu Solb
Rania Sinjelawi
Rawan Obeid
Samar Al-Wazani
Afaf Haj Ali
Ghada Shadid
Maysoon Samoor
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Women’s Center for legal Aid and Councelling

Jerusalem Office
No. 5, Iben Sina Street -5- Sandooka Building — Jerusalem
Telefax: 00972-2-6281497 — tel: 00972-2-6282449
P.O. Box: 54262 Jerusalem 91516
e-mail: wclac@palnet.com
info@wclac.org
Web page: www.wclac.org

Ramallah Office
No. 23, Wadi’a Shatarah Street-Batn Al-Hawa — Ramallah
Telefax: 00970-2-2956146 /7/8
P.O.Box: 54262 Jerusalem 91516
e-mail:wclac@palnet.com
Web page: www.wclac.org

Hebron Office
Khair El-Deen Street - Ain Sarah—Hebron
Telefax: 0097-0-2-2250585
e-mail: info@wclac.org
Web page: www.wclac.org

Beit Jalla Office

No. 76, Al-Mughtaribeen Street - next to Beit El-Shiyoukh- Building

Tel: 00970-2-2760780 /1
e-mail: info@wclac.org
Web page:www.wclac.org
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